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U.S. death
toll hits
4,000

A rugalsidde bomly
Kills four UK.
soldiers in Baghdad,
misiag the overnll
Asnerican death toll
toatleast £000, 3
axim miletone A% the
e cnton jis sisth
year. Betails, AG
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Indians’ Carmona
looks sharp

I ke Contral Division
Battle hotweon the Togers
And the Indians, piteher
Fausto Carmons may be

the difference maker,
Dtails, €1

<! et s
Girl's wounds
are still healing
Checkingup on Georgse
R the Foyearold
Lorain qirl who ves
altached by o nwighbor's
diody 124t May. Dotails, BI

South Euclid man
held in shooting

Pelae say the

2T vyoar-ald shot hes
Tathes to death and
eritically wounted his
ather, Detadls, B2
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Pastly surery
and cold.

High 36, low 26,
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MARCHMADNESS
How's your
bracket laok?
See scores

and an updated
tournament
bracket.
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marchmadness
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Free stuff for kids
to do on spring break
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A taxing problem for
your work cell phone

EASTER
Celebrations here and

around the world. A7
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WHAT DO HOSPITAL CHARGES
AND ACTUAL HOSPITAL COSTS
HAVE IN COMMON?

NOT MUCH OF ANYTHING.

Joax Mazzovrix
hrin deaier ficparier

For years, Ohio s forced hospls
tals ty sepost whal Ty eluuge Tor
heart surgery, knce replacemenis
and edlier procoduncs, 1o help v
priceshop when v have the nesd.

T v oof Tnele Deaclis to Olibans
hocawse the mmbses pravided by
hospilals have almest e relation o

wepd for some wniasunsd patients -
£ they cn alfurd o, Sa while the
slale posts lospilal changes, 1hey'ne
esseiitially meaningless,

Hese's an exanple. Cuyahaga
Connty hoepitals’ average chang: for
performing & DRG 5 — the oode
for cominon lip, ke or ankle re-
plaecment — ranges from o tan
S25,000 10 slnced $47,0000

Bt Medicare usually pays Tocal

whial b Patizes pay,

Medicare, insurers and private
Businesses, Miowgl, ane jnoving b
fill thee wobd by giving convomers
teasingfil price infornmtion va
Iyl mivelead trealseiiy.

The problem with the charges
hat age sew sepasted Lo the state i
that virluadly o ene pays them, o

— aml everyone i bee
.\\\:m abwet $9,900 o 512,000
for o DG 5,

Uoctony’ fers anen lncduded in cir
sher Mgua,

Al 3 yeu'ne peivalely basuaed,
e Seinns, Aotieons, SMedical M
Suals amd United 1ealth Cares of
this workd have all worked out tieis

own disoounted rates ihat ane well
bk the listed edmrges and may
not he ton far foas what Nedicur
pays.

Mure than 50 states, mchnding

aihie, require bespitals to zeport
suite kival of eharge data, and much
of it i posted onl e,
o dformation s dowied as o
cuspmee patients — whe ane
picking up more of their medicxl
<tnis each year — to nzake (nfoemed
decisions, and help these with high
dhoctuctibles s the fnformation o
SN MRy,

Bt eapeats say mch of @ B
sicaninglon Bevatse it oo wol re.
n\-;: wihaz the spitals actunlly ane
pahl.

sen HOSPETALS | AT

“Charges arc almost uscless. They have aimost nathing 1o do with costs.
They are artificially high, and almost no one pays them.”

LB, Silvers, gl et saplers wemegement & Coe Winkern Severre Daineseity Waatheeosd

Sedwedeof Meavsganent

Continental tests paperless boarding pass

Fliers sheay bar eode
sent to cell phone

HAEL AW AT
Dersfie Hepeoses

Faper sleti
may go the way of

e boanding pusses

The image is a tweedipensional

bar eode, which Jooks lize 2 poe-

tanghe of TWeroen ‘sr.mv andd
eonlabns 1 Might inf

adelod bepefit,”
Unlikae paper dar codes, e o
mailed ones ha\-r anfurl-\nlinh

The informatinn is inpossible
T Fucye nr roqy, sasd Transposta.
tlon Fecurity Admindstration
thihowulmn A ﬂrsu\w.wkv.

and phioie Tooths i on evperi-
weirtal peagram by Qontizental
Airlines fhat eqasals the inferm-
Tinn o a passenger’s ool ploae
siocoads,

Il.\md of hemding over n pa

3 the syw
tem with the TIA To streamlbine
hosedings azad Esvaie socusity.
The system ix beiag 1ested at
Gieonge Busd Iaternational Al
port in Honston.

rreal thing about 'Ihb

Haat i | cad
can be road anly by m«:a] scane
aes, MeCsuley sasd, | it e
capied or manipalated without
chtoctivn,

“Traveders =il will bave to show
identification. amd if there's a
probleam with the ool plaie, &
fHer will be able 1o ged a dackuy
hoanding pais fram the tickel
counter,

\!an Clask, spobesweinan for

et boanding pasy, 1he pas
shoss am e-mail v ol |=E'.v||=

By i the &
MeCauley sobdl, “Security is an

by said the e-mailed
Muﬂl;gmmi\a Logaieal s

“IUs wd et for every o
tomer,” she said. "B ihere ane
tiany peeple whe prefer tv use
thelr ecll phinies, BlwkBeny ar
ether Ik device, so bt seems like
agpad idea”

Faor now, the ermails can he
el wiily oot dfizeet fighis in the
eoalinental United States.

Clark sl Qontfuental Matines
plans b fstiduee the paperess

passes A1 oiher aimects
anten ezl goes will,
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Millions
in unbid
contracts
at Tri-C?
Heating firms boss
is bciaml_ member,
Illll( =“Fellser

FaNpy ORozes
Plain Meesker Reparter

Trustees of Cuyalioga Comznii-
nity College are expoctod o vwetc
Thnesdlay 10 give six Yeais of wa-
il wark te 2 company heabod
hy & menther of Tril's fouexln.
tion board.

Browerdrncdl Co, o Middle-
bung Illeh.»hual Dt
tilation and air conditioping
¥ leas o contract
i B innprove en-
gy efficies alietg WELEs & s
mrate, preventivepsaintenance
coutrset thrusgh which it was
paid nearly §2 million kst year
alone,

Tt week, Hhe ptanagenment
commities of the Tri-C boand
vated 10 feedsnnteml extemling
the neniee contract to
HNS, The compaay will be paid
$1.8 millien a year. or a maxi-
st of 20 smillion from 215010
KIS, 1o tanitar 40K ploees of

i i

ake of guestioes Tt
“The Plain Dealer, however, the
oollome also plaps Lo strengthen
oversight of lrewer-Giarrett's
w2l Tes oot for
S 000 20 inclepeodently ieomi-
Lonp Kl evntraet,

The praposed comaet oo
shou, on which the fall boand is to
vote Thuralay, imciodes g new
chmzse that TR<C e caneel the
sErecment ot sy Lo withes)
Gl

Brower-Garrell's paosident,
Ly Jueteple, Woas agspainted 1o e
foanidazion board -~ Tri-C's fuml-
raising ann — in 2001, @ was
just a few paonths after his com-
oy wor 2 $12 million, i0-pear
eoniraet T make the colicge’s
Duildings mone s offi
and the nuadpieoance eontrar?,
which has ranged from about =3
1l ally Lo fast year's
tallyof allimi 2 milllbon.
ser THI-C 1 86

This March
sets record
as snowiest

Lavaasdonxsyon
s Dooder Kepneice

W alficial,

satupday's snosfall made this
itonth he saowsest March on e
cord, measuriog in al 304
lasches,

saafar,

That towers aver mor Wl
ping 5.6 inches of white in e
eember. 165 inches in Januan
and 106 inches in Febnarg. 1
Thegzpes the 2000 seooed — Y67
Inehes — and teoanees the 8.7
finehion o fozammlly s in March

“Thtis Is the way s heen the
last several years,” said Will Eu-
biza, & Mational Weather Sernice
neeteazologist at Cleveland HHop-
kiux Interuational Aport, It

seesns Tike & really quict
stard ter winber, mpdd iUs picked up
al e begly of Fehapay aml
March.”

Today's forecast doess pee.
diet snowe, bt Tiesday's does.
e




